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'THE FIRST CIVIL GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO
UNDER THE STARS AND STRIPES

By PAUL A.F. WALTER

. 1\T THE request of State Senator A. C. Torres of Socorro,

n. chairman of a committee appointed by the upper house
.of the eleventh legislative assembly, the Museum of New
Mexico provided a name plate for the lif~size portrait of
Governor Charles Bent (painted by Carl Lotave) now in
the senate chamber of the. capitol at Santa Fe, and the
president of the New Mexico Historical Society prepared
a biographical sketch of Governor Bent which was pr~
sented to the senate on the last day of the session, March
11, 1933.
, As.in most instances of the lives of men and women
who .took prominent, part in the making Of the Southwest,
historians and contemporaries fail to give a clear-cut pic'ture of the personality of Charles Bent. We have detailed
description of some of the. events in which he figured bu't
there is l~cking the intimate detail of appearance, habits,
the books he read, his outlook upon life, conversation, selfrevealing personal incidents, which enable the biographer
to present his subject as a flesh and blood person. ,Thus it
is that the chronicler faithfully draws the background arid
the setting, but the hero of the drama is merely a ~hadow
flitting across the stage. So far, there is lacking any col,lection of letterS (of which Bent must have written many)
.and, strange to say, a paucity of personal reference,s in
documents' or of indirect source' material which would
enable the biographer to paint a well-rounded picture of.
so notable a 'historical figure. True, there is a portrait
painted by an unnamed artist, a family heirloom, fi-om
which photographs have been made to illustrate New Mexico histories, and which is the basis for the portrait in the
senate chamber, but it differs in its delineation so vitally
from a really fine picture of his brother William, that there
98
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-is jus~ification for the belief that the unnamed artist failed
to preserve for posterity the features of Charles .Bent.. The
following address brings together some of the historical
'facts which are scattered throughout a number of histories
and publications, and in and of which Bent was a part.
ADDRESS AT THE RE-DEDICATION OF THE PORTRAIT
CHARLES BENT IN THE HALL OF THE STATE SENATE
. AT SANTA FE, MARCH 11, 1933

OF

In New Mexico's Hall of Fame, the ancient Palace of
the Governors at Santa Fe, there is recorded in archives,
periodicals, books, and letters, 'not merely. the story of the
men and women whO'founded and built the commonwealth,
but within its halls lived many in whose names and deeds
all of us take' patriotic pride. No other commonwealth ctm
boast of so glamorous a history, no other buiiding within
the United States has looked down upon so many deeds of
valor and significant events, or housed so many men and
. women of distinction, as this venerable and noble structure
whjch appropriately shelters the priceless colleCtions of the
state Museum and of the Historical Society of New Mexico.
Of martyrs who shed theirblood for the Cross, New MeXico
had more than all the other states of t1:le Union together,
and of heroes who faced death unflinchingly, not only on
battlefield but from ambush and the assassin's fury, it has
a notable host.
The last of the chief executives of New Mexico to be
assassinated was Charles Bent, scholar, soldier, frontiersman, trader, and statesman.
.
For a few brief months in 1846and 1847 he wasgovernor of New Mexico, the climax of an eventful life, and he
exercised sovereignty not yet limited by legislative acts but
derived from unlimited ~i1itary power. New Mexico at
that time included not only the present domain so named,
but what is now Arizona, southern Colorado, and western
Oklahoma and Texas. The boundaries to north and east
were somewhat undetermined but the area included was
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greater than that of the old German Empire. In actuality,
however, the arm of the civil power hardly extended beyond
the valleys of the Rio Grande and the Pecos and their tributaries, within a hundred miles of Santa Fe, and even the
right to this was questioned in the United States congress,
as well as by the courts. Years before, Bent had cast his
lot with the people of New 'Mexico, had established .residence in Santa Fe and Taos, had married the daughter of a
distinguished Taos family and reared his children in the
language .and the ways of the people of whom he had become
.
one and who loved and trusted him.
Charles Bent .was born in Virginia in 1797, the last
year of the administration of George Washington. Sil8l!l
Bent, the father of Charles, was a New Englander, a son of
Massachusetts and of. English ancestry. The elder Bent
was admitted to the practice of law when only twenty years
old, nine years before his son Charles was born. Possessed
of the pioneering spirit, the father went to the newly opened
territory of Ohio, locating near Marietta, and thence moved
to Virginia. There he married. Martha Kerr, said to have
been of German and French ancestry. Although honored
with official. positions· by his neighbors, Silas Bent again
surrendered to the lure of the West and accepted the position of chief deputy surveyor for. what was known as upper
Louisiana, which embraced everything of the Louisiana
Purchase north of the Arkansas and west of the Mississippi.
He made St. Louis his official headquarters in 1804. Three
years later, he became the first judge of the court of common pleas, and in 1808 w:as made auditor of public accounts.
In 1809, he was appointed presiding judge of the St. Louis
court, and from 1813 until the admission of Missouri as a
state, was chief justice of the territory. He continued in
of;ficiallife until his death in 1827.
It is as one of a family of eleven children that Charles
Bent was reared. He was given every educational advantage of the time, finally graduating from West Point Military Academy, but he resigned from the army to engage in
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the Santa Fe trade. As early as 1823, we learn of the Bent
brothers as employed by the American Fur Company in the
Sioux country, and in 1827, as forming a partnership with
Ceran St. Vrain. The year before, Charles,-William, Robert,
. and George Bent had built a stockade on the Arkansas (half
way between the present Canyon City and Pueblo, Colorado), St. Vrain joining them in this enterprise, It was on
the north bank of the river and consisted of long stakes
driven into the ground and roofed over, serving as a trading
post. In 1828, the Bent brothers moved to a point twelve
miles northeast of the present town of Las Animas, Colorado, and began the construction .of a much larger and
stronger fort, but not completing it until four years later.
During that time, it is thought, they lived in tents of skins
like the Indians. The. fort became known as Fort William
or Fort Bent and it was for decades the largest and most
important frontier post ever erected by private enterprise
in the United States. It was built by worIUnenfrom Taos
and measured 180 feet in length and 135 feet in width: The·
material of which it was constructed was adobe, large bricks
being used, in size, shape, and material, reminding one in
certain respects of the Palace of the Governors at Santa Fe.
The fort was built around a patio or placita upon which all
the rooms' opened. The outside walls were four feet thick
and fifteen feet high, being broken only by loop holes for
defense by musketry. There were no doors or windows; entrance being by the staunch gateway at the eastern front.
At the southeast and northwest corners rose hexagonal baso tions or towers, each thirty feet high and having an interior
diameter of ten feet. Cannon were mounted in these tow- .
ers. Over the gateway was a square tower surmounted by a
belfry. In this tower was a bed and a chair. There were
lookouts on all four sides and··watch was kept day and night.
.Mounted on a pivot was an old-fashioned telescope which
commanded a far view of every approach to the fort.
The structure combined the nature of a fortress with
that of a storehouse, trading post, and guest house. At cer-

102 THE NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW
tain seasons, the quantity of furs, skins, and pelts stored in;'
it w~s enormous. At all tim~s of the· year, up to its destruction in 1852, it entertained hunters, trappers, traders, ad;.
venturers, and' travelers of all sorts, as well as Indians of various tribes. Here hereditary enemies forgot their enmities,
and met on equal footing in pea.ceful trade or intercourse.
Here the armies under Kearny· and Doniphan had their rendezvous on August 1, 1846, and started' on their historic
march to Las· Vegas, Santa Fe, Chihuahua, and to the
Pacific.
It was upon the completion of the fort tHat Charles
Bent went to Santa. Fe and Taos· where' he married Maria·
Ignacia. ,J:aramillo, sister' of J osefa, the- wife of Kit Carson.
and daughter of Don Francisco· Jaramillo. There Bent
lived. in an adobe house: on the north side of- the' first street:
which 'runs east· and- west· north- of. the' Plaza, the house in.
which fifteen years later. he was·assassinated; Of the brothers of Carlos Bent, John- was a well-known lawyer of St.
Louis; another brother, Silas (named after his father) was.
with Commodore Perry's expedition which opened Japan
to- American trade'. A sister,. Julia, was the wife of Gov-·
ernor L. W. Boggs of Missouri. His brother William remained'associated' in the fur trade and outlived Carlos by'
many years. In 1852, dissatisfied with the terms offered
.him by the United States government, he burned the com- .
bustible portion' of Fort Bent 'and blew up the walls with·
gun powder.
Upon being appoirited civil governor under the military
. regime, Carlos Bent took up his residence in the Palace of
the Governors at Santa Fe. Although New Mexico was occupied by the invading- American army, it had not yet been
ceded to the United States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, a.nd the sudden change ih laws and their administration was not accepted by the people without opposition. The
new officers, appointed. on the same day that the Kearny
Code was promulgated as the new law of the land, faced a
difficult situation. Only three days after their appoint..·
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ment, General Kearny left Santa Fe on his memorable conquest of California, and a. month later, Colonel Doniphan
departed with a large part of the troops on his even more
remarkable march to Brazito, Sacramento, Chihuahua, and'
Saltillo.
Governor Bent acted with tact, prudence, and cordiality. The Palace of the Governors was. again made the social
center of the vast" domain over which he exercised authoritY; There were official receptions, dances, and plays. The
old' reception room and· the salon in back of it were frequently scenes of gay hospitality. The soldiers organized a
dramatic' society which gave the plays of "Pizarro" and
"Bombastes' Furioso." The night after Christmas; G6v- .
. e~or Bent was host at a baile in: which the leading fam~lies
of'the commonwealth were guests.
Contrary to current belief, the people o{ New Mexico'
did not submit meekly to the invaders. They resisted·
bravely with the weak means and resources at their command. There were bloody chLsheswith the new authorities,.
ahd in many ways it is as thrilling a story. as is recorded'
anywhere in American annals. Writes one historian:
Affairs in' Santa Fe, under Charles Bent as civil governor, and Sterling Price as militarY governor, were peace- .
ful; but rumors of plans for a revolt existed prior to December, 1846.' Complaints against volunteers in Santa: Fe
were common. They disliked the country, its p~ple and the
inactivity of their military life. Ruxton, an English· traveler, stated that the crowds of dirty, rowdy, drunken vol..
unteers filled the streets. There were those who believed
that the conspiracies for the overthrow of the control estab-'
lished by the United States were in a large part due to the
insolence of the soldiers. The Battle of Brazito ended the
hope among some of the leading New Mexicans of assistance
from the south. The placing of detachments of soldiers at
Albuquerque, Cebolleta, on the Navajo frontier, and at
Mora, was the beginning of the system of military posts established by the United States. This was done for the protection of the Rio Grande population from the nomadic Indians, and for the protection of the traders and emigrants..

o
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. . . In E>ecember; a plot for the expulsion ·of the United.
States was planned by some of the Mexican leaders who
had opposed Manuel Armijo's policy of surrender. The
plan as originally formulated provided for an attack upon
Santa Fe on December 19, but the date was postponed until
midnight of December 24. The Santa Fe force was to be
gathered in· the parish church and people from the surrounding country were to be lodged in the houses of those
favorable to the uprising. At a meeting held on December
15, at the home of Tomas Ortiz, he was chosen ,governor,
and Diego Archuleta, chief military officer. Among those
who were suspected of being connected with the conspiracy
were: Miguel !:,ino, Nicolas Pino, Juan Felipe Ortiz, Antonio Jose Martinez, Father Leyba, Antonio Ortiz, Facundo
Pino, Jose Maria Sanchez, Santiago Martinez, Pascual Martinez, Antonio Trujillo, and Agustin Duran. Governor
Bent reported that he received information concerning the
plot on December 17, that seven of the minor leaders had
been· made prisoners, that Tomas Ortiz and Diego Archuleta were being pursued, and that the revolt was limited to
the four northern counties, that is, Santa Fe, San Miguel,
Taos, and. Rio Arriba. The news of the plot had been
brought to Governor Bent by the secretary of the civil government, DonaCiano Vigil. The evidence of the plans was
so slight that no convictions were secured and no one was
punished for the plot.
It was about this time that Jose FranGisco· Perea returned to Santa Fe and has left us the following interesting
account of existing conditions as he found them:
While the Plaza and surroundings, to a considerable
degree, appeared as I had seen them during the winter of
the years 1837 and 1838, there had been some changes
worthy of being mentioned ... The most noticeable change
to me was the appearance of so many soldiers wearing
United States uniforms, and well-dresS€d officers displaying
stripes, epaulets, and shoulder straps on their clothing, and
swords and other side~arms pending from their belts, insignia indicative of their several degrees of rank. Many of
these were mounted upon gaily caparisoned horses, the animals meanwhile seeming to vie with their riders for their
rightful share of the pageantry...
The buildings around the Plaza and throughout· the
remaining parts of the capital city, appeared pretty much

\."
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as they were in the year 1837, nine years before, when I
made my first visit there in company with my parents. The
custom of using the public square as a camping-place and
. stock corral, had, to a large extent, been abandoned. A
number of cottonwood trees had been planted along the
outer edge of the sidewalks and these were being nourished
from a small stream of water that was being brought from
the Santa Fe river. These few changes for the better, I
learned, were brought about largely through the civic endeavors of the late Colonel Manuel Chavez and Secretary
DonacianoVigil, the fatter haviIig been instrumental in the
promotion of some other valuable improvements in the
cleaning and beautifying of some of the streets.. The church
on the south side of the Plaza, known as La Castrense, and
sometimes called La Yglesia de los Sbldados (Military
Church) had been abandoned and was then fast falling into
ruins, a part of the roof already having fallen in; however
one of ,the two marble slabs, on which was beautifully
carved a representation of Nuestra Senora de la Luz (our'
Lady of Light), was still iIi. place, the other slab on' which
was represented, equally as beautiful, Santa Gertrudes
wrapped. in ,the. coils of a large serpent, had disappeared.
Some of the interior ornaments were still intact, but many
of them, being exposed to the corroding influences of the ele. ments, were rapidly going to decay. The private chapel
on the, west side, known in the year 1837 as La Capilla de
Don Juan Vigil, had been discontinued as a house of worship. Many people were then worshiping in La Yglesia de
la Paroquia, where is now the cathedral and the bishop's
palace.
"
The garita still remained iIi just about the same con:"
dition it was when I had seen it ,last in the spring of the
year 1838; in fact it was beginning to show some signs of
decaY,but not to that degree of the Military Church. The
summary execution of four malcontents, leaders in the
Chimayo Rebellion of the year before, following the peremptory order of General Armijo, had so terrified all wouldbe revolutionists, and some others that might be criI:ninally
inclined in other directions,as to put the garita almost, if
not entirely, out of use as a place where human lives were to
be taken. It could still be used. as an armory and watch
tower, but it had lost its potency as a place of execution for
criminals. After the arrival of General Kearny's army;
no further use of the antiquated building was attempted.
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Previous to the' American Occupation many Santa.
Feans had depended largely upon the incom,ing of the annual caravans,from the States, bearing their consigmnents
of merchandise, to flush up the lagging stagpation that had
followed those of, the previous year; for,. very soon after the,
arrival of these trains, duties must be paid to the customs
officials, teamsters were to be paid, and the merchandise,
sold to the retail dealers. For a, time, therefore, ready
money was quite plentif~lly distributed; ,Now the custom
house had beertclosed forever; notwithstanding, money;·
was very plentifill in the capital city 'when we were thelie.'
A paymaster had'but, recently arrived" having 'come over,
the Santa, Fe Trail iIi company with a small detachment··or
volunteers, and had paid the garrison, it being probably
the first ,payment' since 'their enlistment, as the men were
volunteers quite recently recruited and mustered in~ service from their homes in. Missouri. Large sums ,of money
were. also. paid for labor and material.used· in, the construction of: Fort· Marcy, wmchwas tlien being. built; and other
large sums were being. paid for naY" and grain delivered to
the quarterm~ter, fortlie.many horses and-mules employed
I:>y the armY; and'still other sums were being· paid for meat,
flour" and' other 'supplies furnished the commissary for the
~se .of the garrison stationed there. Money was' then, perhaps, more plentifully distributed in and about· Santa Fe,
than at any other time in its long history. Every man
that wi~hed to·be employed had some sort of occupation; for.
which he was being regularly paid. The possession of more
or les~ money by so many seemed to have promoted a passion for gambling ; a sort of maniacal desire to obtain something ,of value, by some kind of game of chance, and without
,yielding' its equivalent in return. And· for this, reason
saloons, gambling dens, and dance "halls remained open day
and night, seven days in the week.' The rattling of the roul-'
ette wheels, the clinking of the red, white and blue "chips"
used for counting in the various games of chance;: the
prompter'& sonorous "calls", all poured their commingled
sounds. into one's ears' continually. A large section of pandemonium seemed to have been but recently planted there,
and was not la.cking in the company of those devoted to its
promotion~ , There was then no restraining power whereby
these monster evils might he even partially checked and, '
shorn. of their. blighting influences· on society.
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I have stated that all seemed to be employed in one way
or another, and that money was being plentifully circulated
among the people; and, judging from appearances, all
seemed to be satisfied with the condition then existing since
the "American Occupation." It appeared that no one in
authority had taken the precaution of inquiring whether
there might not be some sparks of discontent lodged in the
breasts of some of the leading men of the capital city, and
,probably in some others residing in' other parts of the Territory; and, if there were such evidences of discontent,
might not these smouldering embers be easily fanned ~nto a
violent flame, provided· t~e civil a~d military authorities
both still continued their inactivity in that direction. However, near the e~d of the year vague rumors began to be
circulated about the capital, that an uprising against the
garrison was probably then in contemplation. These reports were immediately carried ,to the proper officials, who
promptly ordered an investigation, the conclusion of which
revealed the truth of the reports and also the names of several. prominent individuals ,connected with the rebelUon,
one of whom aspired to be a military leader, while ano.ther
expected to be appointed governor of the Territory. ,These
leaders, on finding ·their treachery had been revealed, immediately fled to Mexico. '
James Josiah Webb gives us an interesting word picture,
of conditions in Santa Fe just priorto the American occUpa~
tion, ~t the same time, referring to Charles Bent and his
business relations:
.My first arrival in Santa: Fe was in October afte,r a
journey of seventy days, which at that time was not considereda specially long trip: My first impressions I can but
imperfectly describe after the lapse of so long a time, but I ,
well remember that there was nothing to induce me to en~
tertain a desire to become a resident or' to continue in the
trade except as an adventurer and the possible advantages
the trade, might afford of bettering my fortune. The people
were nearly all in extreme poverty, and there were absolutely none who could be classed as wealthy except by comparison. The Pinos and Ortizes were considered the Ric08,
and those most respected as leaders in society and political
influence; but idleness, gambling, and the Indians have
made such inroads upon their means and influence that
there was but little left except the reputation of honorable
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descent from a wealthy and distinguished ancestry. The
houses were nearly all old and dilapidated, the streets narrow and filthy, and the people when in best attire, not half
dressed. And even those .who could occasionally afford a
new and expensive dress, would make it up in such a way
that it would appear extravagantly ridiculous.
There were but a very few houses north of the Palace
on the street now ·called Palace avenue. Don Agustin
Duran, Don Felix Garcia, Don Antonio Sena y Baca, and
James Conklin and one or two others lived not far from
where the Presbyterian Church now stands and had quite
grand houses for the time; and some of them· had two or
three acres cultivated in co'rn, beans and red peppers, and
a few apricot trees, the only fruit then raised in the town.
There were three residences on' Palace avenue; extending
from the cOl'ner of Washington street towards the Citmaga,
in one of which we quartered ·for a few days, when we first
arrived,· and where I afterwards lived a year with my
family, owned by Don Juan Sena. The northeast corner of
the plaza was the government warehouse to store our goods
while being examined' by· the custom-house officers. From
thence south was nearly all government .offices, except the
southeast corner, which was a store occupied by Don Juan
Sena as agent of Don Jose Chavez. This was the second
best store in town, and floored with plank-the only plank
floor in New Mexico, except a store in Taos, and I think,
perhaps Mr. Simeon Turley, at Turley's Mill, had one or
two rooms floored with plank. On the southeast corner was
the residen~e of one of the Pinos and only one or two stores,
till you came to the corner of the street leading to Rio Chi. quito, where there was a store about fifteen feet square
which was rented and occupied by Messrs. Leitensdorfer
and Company, with several,' back rooms for storage and
housekeeping.
'
There was an old church about the center of the block
,
on the south side of the plaza which had not been occupied
as a place of worship for many years, and after the organization of the Territorial government, it was opened by the
authorities and fitted up for a courthouse. When it was
nearly finished and ready for occupancy, the claim was set
up that it was Church property, and it was a sacrilege to
devote it to such·a purpose.
And with due regard for the delicacy of their feelings,
and in obediance to the demands of Bishop Lamy the plan
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was abandoned, and the property turned over to the Church.
It was shortly after sold to Don Simon Delgado and fitted up
for a store, where he kept an assorted stock of dry goods,
groceries, and liquors, and disposed of them for cash, as he
found customers among the poor or needy. I presume the
bones rest in peace and quiet, as the transfer was made to
the Church for a valuable consideration instead of being
appropriated by the government and devoted to secular .
uses.
.
The West side of the plaza was nearly all residences.
Near the center was the post-office, where a mail sometimes
arrived from the south, and also the estangillo where the
government sold a limited amount of cigars and tobacco.
There were but few houses on the lorna south of the river.
The principal one was owned and occupied by '.'Old Taosenian"; and he used to give a fandango once or more a week,
according to the number of strangers visiting the city and
the demand for amusement.
.
A Mexican Fandango in those days was a curiosity.
The Sala, or dancing hall, was from twenty to thirty feet
long, and fifteen to eighteen feet wide, with sometimes
benches on the sides and packed full, only leaving sufficient
space through the center for the couples to waltz through,
up and down. When the dance began, the men would place
themselves in line on one side, and when the line was complete, the women would begin to rise and take 'their posi..;
tions opposite. the men, almost always in regular order without manifesting any choice of partners; and when the numbers were equal, the music would strike up and the dance
proceed.. On one occasion I saw at a ball given by Governor
Armijo an old man of 80 or over dal1cing with' a child not
over 8 or 10. They do literally dance fr.om the cradle to
the grave and I have never seen anything lascivious or want
of decorum .and self-respect to any woman in a fandango.
I have known of disorders and serious brawls in. fandangos,
but it was almost invariably where Americans and whiskey
.
were found in profusion.
The day after our arrival the ox teams of nearly all the
train were sold to Mr. Bonney, who followed us in from the
crossing of Mora river for the purpoSe of buying or .taking
them to the prairie to herd. Several of us preferred to sell
rather than take the risk! of having them herded. through
the winter. We sold our oxen for seven dollars yoke, and

a
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,Mr. Scolly· loaned Bonney the money to pay for mo~t of
them.
.
After about a week we were permitted to withdraw our
goods from the customhouse but were not permitted to
sell at retail. The change of administration and the appre-'
hension of the Mexicans that there would be a demand for,
forced loans, impaired confidence to such an extent that
those able to buy and willing to do so ordinarily chose rather
to plead poverty, and would only buy in limited quantities
and on credit for fear of exciting the cupidity of the new
governor. We' were consequently compelled to store our
goods and wait for something to turn up.
A look at the resources of the country was not encouraging. The only products beyond the imllJ.ediate needs of
the people, were wool, a few furs, a v~ry few deerskins, and
the products of the gold mines, which did not amount to
more than $200,000 a year when in bonanza, and very seldom to anything near that amount. ' Another resource of
the .country was from the proceeds of sheep driven to the
low country in large flocks (amounting to from 50,000 to
100,000; a year), the proceeds from which would be in the
hands of a very few of the "ricos".
The system of peonage"or voluntary servitude, was a
fixed institution. The wages of the laborers was only' from
three to six dollars a month, and a ration to the laborer only.
From this he would have to support his family and pay the
dues to .the priest for marrying, baptizing, and burial of
seven dollars and upwar-ds, according to the ability and ,ambition .of the individual desiring the services. As a consequence the poor were extremely so, and without .hope of
bettering .their condition...
The Americans were all (with the exception ofWethered and Caldwell, who had got a corner on the Santa Fe
trade) much, disappointed in the expectation of realizing
large profits. They had expected an unusually good trade,
as the Mexi~ans had been deterred fronigoing to "the
States" for goods by apprehensions of privateers from'
Texas preying upon the, "commerce of the prairies" under
the plea of war between the two nations; and also by the
apprehensions of robbers from the frontier, as the proprietor of. one train had been murdered and the train robbed
by Dr. Prefontaine and his. gang from Westport, Missouri,
the year previous. But the order prohibiting retailing in
Santa 'Fe, and the losses
teams and consequent delay'

of
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largely increased the expenses of the Chihuahua traders
and left but a small margin of profits. I think the traders
'had some hand in deterring the Mexicans' from going in for
goods by exaggerating the danger and reporting rumors of
a large expedition from Texas being organized for the pur'pose of making a raid upon the prairies and taking every
Mexican train that should attempt to cross the plains that
year. I am led to this belief by the knowledge of s,uch a
'report being started at a meeting of the traders at the
rooms of Leitensdorfer and: Company' after the arrival of
Speyer and Connelly with their trains. Their house'was the
headquarters for' all American traders for social and business conversation, and for plans for promoting their general interests.
Mr. Charles Bent arrived from the fort about this time
and reported that Colonel Warfield had been there that fall
and assured him that there would be a large body of Texas
rangers on the plains, and that all trains which could be
identified with Mexican interests by any evidence real or
presumptive would be taken,' regardless of any claims of
,proprietorship:; and as Leitensdorfer was a long time resident of the country and from his intimate and confidential
relations with the Mexicans, it would be very risky even
for him to, bring put a limited amount, as it :was known
that his means were limited, ~:nd if he should attempt, to
bring more than five or six wagons, it would be considered
as sufficient evidence that he was allowing the use of his
name to cover ,Mexican interests.
Governor Bent" in addition, to' the manifold duties as
the first civil governor of New Mexico under military occupation, 3.Iso had the job of looking' after Indian welf~re.
He made the following report on conditions as he found
them:
Sir:. Having been appointed by Brigadier General Kearny
governor of· the Territory of New Mexico, and by virtue
of that appointment ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs for'said Territory, it becomes my duty to lay befor~
you the following information in regard to the different
tribes of Indians inhabiting and frequenting this ,Territory: '

First. I will mention the Apaches or Jicarillas, a band of
about 100 lodges, or 500 souls. The Jicarillas have no per-
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. manent residence, but roam through the northern settlements of New Mexico. They are an indolent and cowardly
people, living principally by thefts committed on the Mexicans, there being but little game in the country through
which they range, and their fear of other Indians not permitting them to venture on the plains for buffalo. Their
only attempt at manufacture is a species of potter's ware,
capable of tolerable resistance to fire, and much used by
them and the Mexicans for culinary purposes. This they
barter with the Mexicans for the necessaries of life, but in
such small quantities as scarcely to deserve. the name of
traffic. The predatory habits of these Indians render them
a great annoyapce to the. New Mexicans.

Second. The Apaches proper, who range through the
southern portion of this Territory through the country of
the Rio del Norte, and its tributaries, and westward about
.the headwaters of.the river Gila, are a warlike people, numbering about 900 lodges and from 5,000 to 6,000 souls; know
nothing of agriculture or manufactures of any description,
but live almost entirely by plundering the Mexican settlements. For many years past they have been in the habit of
committing constant depredations upon the lives and property of the inhabitants of this and the adjoining provinces,
from which they have carried off an incredible amount of
stock of all kinds. The only article of food that grows in
their general range is themaguey plant, and, that sponta.neously and in very small quantipies. Several bands of the
Apaches have for some years past received' a bounty of so'
. much per head per diem from the government of the .State
of Chihuahua, with the object of inducing the Indians to,
~ease their depredations, but without having the desired.
effE;!ct.
Third. The Navajoes are an industrious, intelligent, and
warlike tribe of Indians who cultivate the soil and raise sufficient grain and fruits of various kinds for their own.consumption. They are the owners of large flocks and herds
of cattle, sheep, .horses, mules and asses. It is estimated
that the tribe possesses 30,000 head of horned cattle, 500,000 head of horses, mules, and asses, it not being a rare instance for one individual to possess 5,000 to 10,000 sheep,
and 400 to 500 head of other stock. Their horses and sheep
are said to be greatly superior to those raised by the New
Mexicans~ A large portion of their stock has been acquired
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by marauding expeditions against the settlements' of this
territory. They manufacture excellent coarse blankets and
coarse w'oolen goods for wearing apparel. They have no '
permanent villages or places of residence, but roam over the
country between the river San Juan on the north and the
waters of the Gila on the south. The country between these
two rivers is about 150 miles wide, consisting of high table
mountains, difficult of access, and affording them as yet'
effectual protection llagainst their enemies. Water is scarce
and difficult, to, be found by those not acquainted with the
country, affording another natural safeguard against invasion. Their numbers are variously estimated from 1,000 to
2,000·families or from 7,000 to 14,000 souls. The Navajoes,
so far as I am informed, 'are the only Indians on the conti, nent having intercourse with white men, that are increasing
in numbers. They have in their possession many prisoners,
men, women, and children taken from the settlements of
this Territory, whom they hold and treat as slaves,
Fourth. The Moques are neighbors of the Navajoes" and
live in permanent villages, cultivate grain and fruits, and
raise all the varieties of stock. They were formerly a very
numerous people; the possessors of large flocks and herds,
but have been reduced in numbers and, possessions by their
more warlike neighbors. and enemies, the Navajoes. The
Moques are an intelligent and industrious people; their
manufactures are the same as those of the Navajoes. They
number about 350 families or about 2,450 souls.
Fifth. The Utahs inhabit the country north of the Navajoes, and west of the northern settlements of this Territory.
They number 800 lodges, and about 4,000 to 5,000 souls.
Their range extenas from the Navajo country, in about
latitude 35 to 40 north. Their range of country is very
mountainous and broken, 'abounding in deer, elk, bear and
other wild game which serve them' for food and raiment.
They are a hardy, warlike people, subsisting by the chase.
Several bands of them have been carrying on a predatory
war with the New Mexicans for the last two years, and have
killed and taken prisoners many of the people, 'and driven
off large amounts of stock. Since General Kearny's arrival,
these Indians have sued for peace and measures are now
taking to effect a permanent treaty.
Sixth. The Cheyennes and Arapahoes range through the
country of the Arkansas and its trihutaries, to the north of
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this Territory. They live almost entirely on the buffalo;
and carry on a considerable trade with the Americans and,
MexiCans in buffalo robes for which they obtain all the
necessaries not derived from the buffalo. They are a Toving
people, and have for many years been on friendly terms
with the New Mexicans. The Arapahoes number about
400 lodges, or 2,000 souls, the Cheyennes 300 lodges, or
1,500 souls.
t)
,
Seventh. The Comanches range east of, the mountains of
New Mexico-a numerous and warlike people, subsisting
entirely by the chase. ' The different bands number' in all
about 2,500 lodges, or 12,000 souls. They have been at
peace for many years with the New Mexicans, but have carried on an incessant and destructive war with the States of
Chihuahua, Durango, and Coahuila, from which they have
carried off and still hold as slaves a large number of women
and children, and immense perds of horses, mules, and
asses.
Eighth. The Cayugas' range through a part of the same
country and are similar in habits and customs, and are considered, a more brave people than the Comanches. They
number about 400 lodges, or 2,000 souls.
You will perceive by the above statement that with New
Mexico nearly 40,000 Indians ,will fall under the immediate
superintendence of the United States government, and it
becomes a subject of serious import how these numerous
and savage tribes are to be controlled and managed.
'
As it becomes my duty, by virtue of my office, tolay before
you all the information I possess in regard to these tribes
of Indians, I will also venture to make a few suggestions for
your consid~ration.
,'
,
Agents and sub-agents are absolutely necessary for the
regulation and control of the various tribes of Indi~ns above
named.
A very desirable, effect might be produced upon these Indiansby sending a delegation from each tribe to Washing-:ton. They have no idea at this time of the power of the
United States, and have been so long in the habit of waging
war and committing depredations against the Mexicans
with impunity, that they still show a disposition to continue
the same kind of warfare, now that the Territory is in possession of the United States. I am convinced that a visit
1.

Possibly a misprint for Cayguas. The Kiowas are meant.
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to our capital by some of the principal men of each of these
nations would secure future peace and quiet to the inhabitants of this T e r r i t o r y . ,
I would also suggest the propriety of sending with this
delegation of uncivilized lnd,ians a delegation from the
Pueblos, or civilized Indians, who are by law citizens of this
Territory and of the United States. They compose a very
, considerable' portion of the population of New Mexico,' and
if excited so to do might cause a gOOd deal of difficulty. A
small expenditure by the government in this manner now;
might be the means of avoiding bloodshed hereafter.
.
You are doubtless aware that presents of goods are indispensable in all friendly communications with Indians. I
would respectfully suggest the necessity of goods of that
kind, or the means wherewith ~ purchase them; being
placed at the disposal of the superintendent of Indian. affairs for this Territory.
.
,
" .
I deem it highly necessary to establish stockade forts in the
Utah and Navajo countries, with sufficient troops to keep
these Indians in check, and from continuing their long-accustomed inroads in this Territory. One should also be established at some suitable. point on the Arkansas river, for
the purpose of protecting travellers between this Territpry
and Missouri and the settlements that may be. extended in
that direction from the Indians of that vicinity~ Another:
establishment of the kind will be required in the southern
part of this territory, to serve as a safeguard against both
the Apaches and Mexicans on the frontiers of the adjoining'
Mexican'States, who, it may be confidently expected will ,
continue.to make inroads on this Territory from that quarter for many years to come.
'
I neglected to mention, in the proper place, that ColonelA.
W. Doniphan received orders from General Kearny, before
leaving the territory for· California, to march his regiment
against the Navajoes. Overtures of peace had been made
to them without effect--they have continued their depreda:tions up to this time. General Kearny, after leaving Santa
Fe, wrote to me, advisi,ng that full permission should be
given to the citizens of New Mexico to march in independent
companies against these Indians for the purpose of making
reprisals and for the recovery of .property and prisoners,
Colonel Doniphan left here a few days ago with his command for the Navajo country, and I feel confident that.with
the aid of the auxiliary war parties, he will soon compel the
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nation to sue for peace and to make restitution of property
and prisoners taken since the entrance of the American
forces on the 18th August last. The existing laws of the
United States regulating trade and intercourse with the Indians are doubtless amply sufficient as applied to the In.,
dians referred to in this communication; and, at your earliest convenience, I earnestly solicit your full and particular
instructions in reference to the application of these laws in
the regulation of the various Indian tribes above mentioned.
By so doing you will greatly oblige your truly obedient
servant.-CHARLES BENT,
After the departure of General Kearny on his march to
California and of Colonel Doniphan for the Battle of Brazito, Colonel Sterling Price, left in command at Santa Fe,
further depleted the garrison by dispatching Major Gilpin
~nd two hundred men to the Navajo country by way of
Abiquiu, across the Continental Divide, down the San Juan
to the Little Colorado. Captain John W. Reid with only
thirty men, made a brilliant dash into the heart of the
Navajo region. After a campaign of only six weeks, the
Navajo chiefs at Bear Spring agreed to a treaty of peace.
Sarcillo Largo, a young chief, expressed gratification but
is quoted as saying:
- '
'Americans! You have a strange case of war against the
Navajos. We have' waged war against the Mexicans for
many years. We have'plundered their villages, killed many
of their people and have taken many prisoners; Our cause
was just.' You have lately commenced war against the
same people. You are powerfuL You have great guns and
many brave soldiers. You have therefore conquered them,
the: very thirig we have been attempting to do for many
years. You now turn upon us for attempting to do what
you have done yourselves. We cannot see why you have
cause to quarrel with us for fighting the Mexicans on the
west, while you do the same thing on the east. Look how
matters stand! This is our war. We have more right to
complain of you for interfering in our war than you have to
quarrel with lis for continuing a war we had begun long
before you got here. If you will act justly you will allow
'
us to settle our, own differences.
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In any event, the Navajos were not finally subdued
untii Kit Carson, brother-in-law of Charles Bent, almost
two decades. later, during another great war, that of the
North with the South, inflicted stinging defeat and exiled
them to the Bosque Redondo Reservation.
Governor Bent, prior to the American Occupation, had
acquired extensive landed interests, being the owner of one';'
sixteenth of the Beaubien and Miranda( later the Maxwell)
grant, one-sixteenth of the Las Animas grant, and a fractional interest in the Sangre de Cristo grant. At the outbreak of the war with the United States, he·was takenprisoner, while going home from his place of business in Santa
Fe and a heavy ransom was demanded for his release. To
avoid deportation to Mexico with which he was threatened;
he sent a messenger to his wife at Taos. She dug fr9m
under the adobe floors of the Bent house, gold to the value of
seven thousand dollars and sent it to Governor Manuel
Armijo at Santa Fe who thereupon released. Bent. This
would indicate that Bent had not only become possessed of
lands, merchandise, and business concessions, but that he
also commanded considerable wealth in ready cash. That
this made him the object of envy, is certain, although on the
other hand, he possessed considerable popularity among the
Mexican as well as the American population, among the
civil officials as well as the military invaders. . He had
studied medicine and was often called upon to attend those
who were ill although he never practiced for pay. At one
time, he performed an operation which 1,lstounded surgeons
.who heard of it. He removed a portion of the intestines of
a sick, native woman; cleansed the interior walls of the abdomen, replaced the remaining intestines and sewed up the
incision. The woman recovered.
While the plotters against the new government at
Santa Fe had been foiled, mainly through the loyalty and
watchfulness of the secretary of the territory, Donaciano
Vigil, the only official who had been. retained by the Amer:"
icans from the Armijo regime, there is no doubt that Padre
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Antonio Jose Martinezap.d Padre Lucero continued to appeal to t}1e patr!otism of the Mexican people and their leaders. That Govern()r Bent had an inkling of this is apparent from the following proclamation, which he issued at
Santa Fe on Jan\lary 8, 1847, the week before he left for
Taos to get his family so that they could live with him in
the Palace ot the Governors at the Capital:
Citizens: A combination of extraordinary ideas rush'
to my mind to furnish me material wherewith to address
you for the first time.' I shall not make use of eloquent or
sublime language in order to make myself understood: truth
is self-convincing
-not
aid.of rhetoric to set,
.,.and needs.
.the
•
, In the year 1829 I came for the,first time to this country. Since I became acquainted with it, your frank and simple character has won my sympathy' which with time, has
been so deeply rooted that I can never part from it, and I
therefore cast my fortune with your own. I' am a New
Mexican by, adoption and to this, soil are linked all my
possessions, and more so today that it has -,been annexed to
my native country, the United States of America, which is
the cradle of liberty and of which you are a component part.
General S. W. Kearny took military possession of this
Territory with unbounded pleasure on the 18th day of August of last year, because without using force, and without
sorrow and no shedding of tears,' you recognized the republican government to which you belong today. You are now
governed by new statutory laws and you also have the free
government which he promised you in his proclamation.
Do not abuse the great liberty which is vouchsafed you by it,
so you may gather the abundant fruits which await you in
the future. -These who are blindly opposed, as well as those
whose vices have made them notorious, and the ambitious
persons who aspire to the best offices, also those persons who
dream that mankind should bow to their whims, having'
become satisfied that they cannot find employment in the
offices which are usually given to men of probity and honesty, exasperated, have come forth as leaders' of a revolution against the present government. They held a meeting
,ili this capital about the middle of last month which was
also attended by some foolish and imprudent men who were
~fu~.

2.

~omaB

Ortiz and the old revolutionist Diego Archuleta.
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urged to follow the standard of rebellion. Their treason
was discovered in time and smothered at its birth. . Now
they are wandering about and hiding from the people, but
their doctrines are scattered broadcast. among the people .
thereby causing uneasiness and they still. hold to their
. ruinous plans.
,
The organic law and the statutes are· the foundations
upon which these anarchists lean. They say that tax on
land is the' aim of the present government; that it wants to
impose the first and to deprive you of tl:J,e latter. It is an
infamous lie.
Examine the laws from beginning to end and you will
not find a single page to prove such falsehood. It is true
that the laws impose taxes, but only on commerce· and distilleries, where liquor' is distilled from corn and wheat,
but not upon the people. An office has also been created for
the purpose of recording the titles to the lands but this is in
order to further protect your titles to your property, and
not for the purpose of depriving you of the same as it has
been falsely asserted by evil-minded persons. There is still
another pretext with which they want to alarm you, and
that is the falsehood that troops are coming from the interior in order to reconquer this country. What help could
the department of Chihuahua, which is torn by factions and
reduced to insignificance afford you? Certainly none..
Colonel Doniphan, who is now advancing on the town
of EI Paso, with his regiment, was attacked by a superior
force at Rrazito, but he dispersed the enemy in a few moments with the loss of thirty men. Listen, my friends, with
what flirpsy pretexts the turbulent element wants to deceive
you. I.urge you to turn a deaf ear to such false doctrines
and to remain quiet, attending to your domestic .affairs, so
that you may enjoy under the law, all the blessings of peace,
and by rallying around the government call attention to the
improvements which you deem material to the advancement
of the country and that 'by doing so you may enjoy all the
prosperity which your best friend wishes you. CARLOS
BENT. Santa Fe, January 8, 1847.
Bent left Santa Fe on January 14, 1847, without military escort, but accompanying him were Sheriff Stephen
Lee; District Attorney J. W. Leal; Prefect and Proba:te
Judge Cornelio Vigil, uncle of Mrs. Bent; Narciso Beaubeiil,
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son of Judge Beaubien; and Pablo Jaramillo, brother of
Mrs. Bent. Upon his arrival in Taos on January 18, the
governor was urged by friends to leave immediately with
his family. "Why should they want to kill me or myfamily?" he asked. "Have I not been their friend? Have I
not supplied them with medicine when they were ill, with
fol?d when they were hungry, with clothing when they
needed it? Have no fear for me, I will leave for Santa" Fe
with my family in my own good time."
During the night, a bitter cold one, with snow on the
ground, insurrectionists from nearby plazas joined with
those in Taos under the leadership of Pablo :M:ontoya. The
Indians from the pueblo, with Tomasito Romero at their
head, stealthily drifted into Taos~ Before daylight the dis':
charge of firearms aroused the peacefulIy sleeping people,
who, scantily clad, fled from, their houses in the darkness.
When day dawned they rallied and prepared for defense.
In the meanwhile, Tomasitohad pounded upon the door
of Governor Bent's home. Bent without opening the door,
asked: "What do you want ?"
"We want your head," shouted Tomasito.
"I will give you all the money you want," temporized
Bent. His ten year old son Alfredo had by that time taken
a place beside his father.
"We do not want money" we want your head r' shouted
.
Tomasito.
"Papa, let us fight like men:' the boy is reported to
have said, when there was a fusilade; several of the bulIets
piercing the door. One struck Bent in the chin, another in·
the stomach. The door was then broken down and the
prostrate man was showered with arrows, three of which
he drew from his face. As the insurr~ctionists were slashing his wrists and hands with their knives and axes, Buenaventura Lobato, one of the leaders, came upon the bloody
scene: "I did not tell you to kill him, but only to make him
prisoner." But it was too late and 'Governor Bent was
scalped while still alive. The wife of Bent, with Mrs. Kit
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Ca~~n and Mrs. Thomas Boggs who were in the 'house,
frantically dug a hole through an adobe wall with an iron
spoon and made their way into an adjoining house. Pursued, Mrs. Carson and Mrs. Boggs fell on their knees and
begged that their lives and those ,of Mrs. Bent and children
be spared. 'The insurrectionists relented and the group of
women and children found refuge in the house of Mrs.
Juana Catalina Valdez de Lobato, where they rem~ined for
fifteen days until the, arrival of troops from SanUi Fe.
Pablo Jaramillo, Mrs. Bent's brother, and Narciso
Beaubien, the talented son of Judge Beaubien, a graduate of
Cape Girardeau, Mo., College, one of the most highly edu'"
cated and promising young men of New Mexico, buried
themselves under some straw at the .rear of the Bent house.
They were discovered by a Mexican woman, their bodies
lanced through and. through, and the house set on fire.
Among the slain were Sheriff Louis Lee, Probate Judge and
, Prefect Cornelio Vigil" and Attorney J. W. Leal, who was
dragged through the streets after being scalped and who'
suffered acutely for' hours, imploring his torturers to kill
him. A Mexican finally shot him to death. Stephen Lee~ a
brother of Louis Lee, although shot.in the heel, and reported
'slain, walked all the way from Taos to Santa Fe after the
massacre.
, Let us listen to Mrs. Aloys Scheurich, a daughter of
Governor Bent, an eye-witness of the Taos massacre, who
later lived at Clovis with her son and was well known to
old-timers. She says:

It was early in the morning and we were aU in bed. We.
were awakened by the noise of many people crowding into
the placita. My father was home from Santa Fe on a short
visit and had refused military escort. The night before he
was warned of danger and urged to flee but though there
were several horses in the corral, he d,eclined. He had always treated everyone fairly and honestly and he felt that
all were fi-iends. He could not believe they would turn
against him. Hearing the noise he went to the door: to pacify the mob yelling outside. In the adjoining room my
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mother, Mrs. Carson and Mrs. Boggs who were with us, and
we children, were trembling with. fear. All except my
brother Alfredo. He had been reared on the frontier and
he took dO'Yn the gun and going to my father's side said:
"Papa; let us fight them!" While my father was parleying·
with the mob, Mrs. Carson and Mrs. Boggs, aided by an
Indian woman who was a slave, dug a hole through the
adobe wall which separatedotir house from the next. They
did it with a poker and an old iron spoon. We children were
first pushed through the hole, then the women crawled after
us. . My mother kept calling to my father to come also but
for quite a.while he woul,d not. When he did try to escape
he was already wounded and had been scalped; He crawled
through the hole holdirighis bleeding head. It was too late.
Some of the men came after him· through the hole and
others· caine over the roof of the house and down into the
yard. They broke down the doors and rushed upon my
father. He was shot many times and fell dead at our feet.
The pleading sobs of my mother and the children had no
power to soften the enraged 'Indians and Mexicans. At
first they were going to take the rest of us away as prisoners but finally decided to let us be where we were. They
ordered that no one should feed us and' then left us alone
with our great sorrow. We were without food and had no
covering but our night clothes all day and the next night.
The body of our father remained on the' floor in .a pool of
blood. We were naturally frightened as we did not know
how soon the miscreants might return to do us violence. At
about three,o'clock the next morning some of our Mexican
friends stole up to the house and gave us food and clothing.
That day also they took my father- away to bury him. A
few days later we were allowed to go to their house. Mrs.
Carson and Mrs. Boggs were sheltered by a .friendly old
Mexican who -took them to her home, disguised them as
Indians and set them to grind corn on the metates in the
kitchen.
.
The day following his assassination, the headless body
.of Governor Bent was buried at Taos. The American troops
removed it to· the Fort Marcy cemetery at Santa Fe. It
was again taken up and placed in the Masonic Cemetery
near .the present Scottish Rite Masonic Cathedral. Later,

.
FIRST CIVIL GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO 123

it was given final resting place in the National Cemetery at
Santa Fe.
.
Mrs. Bent, nee Maria Ignacia Jaramillo, daughter of
Francisco and Apolonia Vigil de Jaramillo, died at Taos on
April 13, 1883. The' children of the couple were Alfredo,
who stood by his father's side on that fateful morning, January 19, 1846, Marcia Estefana, Maria Teresina, George
and Virginia. The latter two died in infancy and Alfred
died in young manhood. Marcia Estefana married Alexander Hicklin, moving to St. Mary's, Huerfano County, Colorado. Maria Teresina married Aloys Scheurich, for many
years a resident of Taos. One sister of Mrs.. Bent, as stated,
married Christopher Carson. Another sister; Manuela Jaramillo, married Colonel JoaeMaria Valdez, who became an
officer in the Union army during the Civil War. The
brother, Pablo Jaramillo, who was killed during the Taos
uprising, had served as a scout- under his brother-in-law,
Kit Carson. .
.
Little did Kit Carson, gui<;iing General Kearny across
the Arizona desert, dream of the tragic events at Taos .
which his presence, and that of Ceran St. Vrain, who was
in Santa Fe, might have averted.
.As soon as Colonel Price learned of the massacre of
Governor Bent and his retiJ1ue, word having been brought
to him bya brother of the sheriff, who had lost his life with
Bent; he left for Taos with a strong force.
The insurgents were assembled in force near the present village of Santa Cruz, twenty-five miles north of Santa
Fe, under General 'Ortiz and M'ontoya, with a view of
making an assault upon the capital. Colonel Price met them
at Canada, the enemy numbering about two thousand men.
The American force consisted of four hundred and eighty
men and four pieces of artillery, mountain howitzers. The
insurgents were posted on both sides of the main road to
Taos, occupying the hills. A sharp fire from the howitzers
was directed against the enemy, but with little effect, whereupon Colonel Price ordered Captain Angney to charge the
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hill, which was gallantly done, being supported by Captain
St. Vrain with a company of citizen soldiers. The conflict continued untii sundown. The American loss was two
killed and seven wounded. The insurgent loss was thirtysix killed and forty-five taken prisoners. The insurgents
retreated toward Taos. The enemy was hotly pursued by
Price and was again encountered at Embudo, where he was
discovered in the pinon and cedar thickets which lined the
road-side. A charge was ordered and was made by three
companies under Captain Burgwin and Captain St. Vrain
and Lieutenant White, resulting in the total rout of the
insurgents.
The march was resumed the following day and no opposition was had until the third of February, at which time
Price arrived at the Pueblo of Taos, where he found the
insurgents strongly fortified. A few rounds were fired by
the artillery that .evening but was soon discontinued on
account of its ineffectiveness.
.
General Price gives a vivid descripti9n of the battle
of Taos, as follows:
Posting the dragoons under Captain Burgwin about
two hundred and sixty yards from the western flank of the
church, I ordered the mounted men under Captains St.
Vrain and Slack toa position on the opposite side of the
town, whence they could discover and intercept any fugitives who might attempt to escape toward ·the mountains or
in the direction of San Fernando. The residue of the
troops took ground about three hundred yards from the
north wall. Here too, Lieutenant Dyer established himself
with the six-pounder and two howitzers, while Lieutenant
Hassendaubel, of Major Clark's battalion, remained with
Captain Burgwin, in command of two howitzers. By this
arrangement a cross fire was obtained,' sweeping the front
and eastern flank of the church. All these arrangements
being made, the batteries opened upon the town at nine
o'clock a. m. At eleven o'clock, finding it impossible to
breach the walls·of the church with the six-pounders' and the
.howitzers, I determined to storm the building. At a signal
Captain Burgwin, at the head of his own comp~ny.and.th~t
of Captain McMillin, charged the western flank of the
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church, while Captain Angney, and Captain Barber and
Lieutenant Boon, charged the northern wall. As soon as •
the troops above mentioned had established themselves .
under the western wall of the church, axes were used in the
attempt to breach it, and a temporary ladder having been
made, th~ roof was fired. About this time Captain Burgwin, at the head of a small party, left the cover afforded by
the flank of the church, and, penetrating into the corral in
front of that building, endeavored to force the door. In
this exposed situation Captain Burgwin received a severe
wound, which deprived me of his valuable services and of
which he died on the 7th instant. Lieutenants McIIvane,
First United States Dragoons, and Royall and Lachland,
Second Regiment ;Volunteers, accompanied Captain Burgwin into the corral, but the attempt on the church' door
proved fruitless, and they were compelled to retire behind
the wall. In'the meantime small holes had been cut in the
.western wall, and shells were thr,own in by hand doing good
execution. The six-pounder was now brought around by
Lieutenant Wilson, who, at a distance of two hundred yards
poured a heavy fire of grape into the town. The enemy,
during all this time, kept' up a destructive fire upon our
troops. About half-past three o'clock the six-pounder was
run up within sixty yards of the church, and after ten
rounds, one of the holes which had been cut with the axes
was widened into a practicable breach. The storming
party, among whom were Lieutenant Dyer, of the Ordnance, and Lieutenants Wilson and Taylor, First Dragoons,
entered and took possession of the church without opposi- '
tion. The interior was filled with dense smoke, but for
which circumstances our storming party would have suffered great loss. A few of the enemy were seen in the
gallery where an open door admitted the air, but they retired without firing a gun. The troops left to support the
battery on the north side were now ordered to charge on
that side..
The enemy then abandoned the western part of the
town. Many took refuge in the. large houses on the east,
while others endeavored to escape to the mountains. These
latter' were pursued by the mounted men under Captains
Slack and St. Vrain, who killed fifty-one of them, only two
or three men escaping. It was now night, and our troops
were quietly quartered in the house which the enemy had
abandoned. On the next morning the enemy sued for peace,
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and, thinking the severe loss they had sustained would
. prove a salutary lesson, I granted their supplication on the
condition that they should deliver up to me Tomas, one of
their principal men, who had instigated and been actively
engaged,in the murder of Governor Bent and others.
After the battle the leading spirits in the insurrection
were captured and placed' in prison awaiting trial, but a
dragoon, named Fitzgerald, shot Tomasito, killing him instantly. On the 6th, Montoya, who had styled himself the
"Santa Ana of the North", was tried by court-martial and
sentenced to be hung, which was done along with fo~rteen .
otherS in the presence'of the army.
.
Immediately after the killing of Governor' Bent, news
of the fact 'was brought to Captain Hendley, who was in
command of a detachment of the army on the Pecos river.
He learned that the insurgent forces were gathering near
Las Vegas. ' In a short time he was joined by various detachments of the army and occupied Las Vegas. Leaving
the greater part of his force there, Captain Hendley, with
80 men, started ,for Mora, where he learned that ,the insurgent:s had gathered a force of two hundred men. He arrived
at Mora on the 25th of January, 1847. A general engagement ensued, the insurgents retreating and firing from windows in the houses of the village. A large body of insurgents had taken possession of an old' fort and commenced
to fire upon the Americans. Hendley charged the fort and
was in possession of a small apartment, and was making
ready to' fire it, when he was struck by a ball from an adjoining room and died illstantly. The Americans, having no
artillery, retired with a loss of one killed' and three
wounded. On the first of February, the death of Hendley as
well as that of Messrs. Waldo, Noyes, Culver, and others
was avenged by Captain Morin and his men by the complete
'
demolition of Mora.
In June, 1847, at Las Vegas, Lieutenant Brown and
three men were killed. Major Edmonson attacked thetown.
Twelve of the insurgents were killed and' fifty prisoners
were sent to Santa Fe. The following month, Lieutenant

,
,

FIRST CIVIL GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO 127
Larkin and five men were killed at La Ch~nega, near Taos,
the entire detachment, consisting of 31 men. The last important skirmish was with Manuel Cortez' and some four
hundred insurrectionists at Anton Chico in which several
men were slain and fifty prisoners taken by the Americans.
This ended the insurrection and quiet and, order were restored, although plotting against U. S. sovereignty con:'
tinued for some ten years.
Donaciano Vigil succeeded Bent as governor. 'Court
martials in Santa Fe resulted in the execution of thirty insurgents, while ,a large number were flogged and then
set at liberty. U. S. Attorney Blah' vigorously prosecuted
those who had instigated the insurrection, but many of the
prisoners were discharged for want of testimony sufficient
,to indict them for treason against a government of which
they were not citizens. Antonio Maria Trujillo, however,
was found guilty of treason and sentenced to be hanged.
But Governor Vigil, at the request of the President of the
United States, pardoned him.
Not so' fortunate were sixteen tried at Taos, found
guilty and hanged, one on a charge of treason and the rest
for murder. Present at the trial in raos were William and
George Bent, brothers of the murdered governor, Lucien B.
l\{axwell, the widow,Mrs. Charles Bent, Mrs. Kit Carson
and Mrs. Boggs." An eye witness described the Widow:
"Senora Bent was quite handsom~; a few years since, she
must have been a beautiful woman-good figure for her
age; luxuriant raven hair, unexceptionable teeth, and bdl.. ·
liant dark eyes, the effect' of which was heightened by a
• clear brunette complexion." Of Mrs. Kit Carson, th~ same
chronicler says: "Her style of beauty was of the haughty
,heart-breaking kind-such as would lead a man with a
glance of the 'eye to risk his life for one smile. * * * The
dress and manners of the three ladies bespoke a greater
degree of refinement than usual."
3. A curious feature of the court proceedings in Taos is that Beaubien. as judge
of the northern district, presided throughout' the session, although his son was one
of those who had been murdered. And George B;nt was foreman of the grand jury.

.
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It is difficult to gauge the influence that Charles Bent
had upon the trend of events during the seventeen years of
his contact and residence in New Mexico, but his figure is
one of heroic proportions in our hall of fame.
As we recall the martyrdom and suffering of those who
were pathfinders, from the days of Coronado, we must realize that the troubles and inconveniences of today are but
trifles compared with the hardships of the conquerors, the
settlers, the pioneers and pathfinders. Providence has
blessed us so abundantly, because those of olden days were
willing to sacrifice not only their property but their very
·life forthe cross and the flag of their allegiance.
The portrait of Carlos Bent in this Senate Chamber is
the work of the artist Lbtave, whose fine mural paintings of
the cliff dwellings and magnificent scenery of New Mexico
are the. permanent heritage of the people of New Mexico,
the gift of the late Frank Springer to the Museum of New
Mexico, where they are seen and admired-by tens of thousands of visitors to the Palace of the· Governors each year.
The artist met a tragic death at his own handaffur an
adventurous career. The portrait was dedicated andaccepted by the State at an impressive ceremony on March 1,
1910, the day that the late William J. Mills was inaugurated
as the last civil governor of the Territory of New Mexico,
of which Charles Bent had been the first. . Teresa. Harris,
granddaughter of Bent, unveiled the portrait, and there
were among those pres.ent two other granddaughters of the
martyred governor, Mrs. Frank C. Ellis and Mrs. Berry of
Taos. The Senate Chamber was. crowded and twice as
many people as could gain admittance were turned away
at the doors. The ceremonies were in charge of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the late Mrs. L. Bradford
Prince reading the ritual. Her husband, ex-Governor
Prince, who is among those who have departed, delivered
the oration. The late A. B. Renehan and the late U. S. Senator Thomas B. Catron were additional s~akers, and
among those participating was the late Charles A. Spiess.
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who had been elected president of the New Mexico Bar,
Association the day before. We cannot escape a sense of
sadness as we survey the losses which death lias inflicted
upon New Mexico since that memorable day twenty-three
years ago, but w~ do have this satisfaction that each one of
us may contribute something to the upbuilding of this magnificent commonwealth and of our communities so that we
repay in some degree the debt we owe to those who went
before us.
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